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Arrowhead Harley-Davidson 

16130 N Fountain Center DR 

Peoria, AZ 85382 

publisherahhog@gmail.com 

DISCLAIMER: The Harley-
Davidson Motor Co., Arrowhead 
Harley-Davidson, and Arrowhead 
H.O.G. Chapter 5104 make no 
claims as to the accuracy of the 
material within this newsletter. 

This newsletter is designed to 
help keep our members informed 
and in touch with what our chap-
ter is doing. Please refer to and 
use Teamup on a regular basis to 
follow what is coming up.  

The Calendar in this newsletter is 
only accurate at the time of print-
ing.  

We invite our members to send 
any ideas or places of interest for 
our Road Captains to include in 
the Ride Calendar. 

Please send all correspondence 
to; 

publisherahhog@gmail.com 

___________________________ 

If a member (non-officer) submits 
an article and it is used, They will 
receive a $10.00 Gift Card. 

 
Our new website                             

ahdhog.com 

January 1, 2025 rev 17 
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CONGRADULATIONS!!! 

we were #1 in Our regiOn  

nOt including 

1618-cajun chapter lafayette, la 
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Hogsters, 

 

What an awesome year it has been! We have maintained our membership levels in the mid-200 range , we 
won last year's western region 365 mileage award, and we have rode our motorcycles all over the country. 
We have made some new relationships and created some awesome experiences. All of you deserve to take 
a bow. I want to personally thank you all for all of your support. You guys ROCK!  

With all of that being said. Let's do it again, All the best to my past Officers and welcome to all of our in-
coming officers. 2025 is going to be even better than 2024.  The ride planning for 25 has already begun and 
from what I can see it is going to be a incredible year of riding. That’s all I have for now. Pull up your boot-
straps and lets RIDE.  

 

 

Thanks, 

 

Ronald R Long 

Chapter Manager Arrowhead Harley-Davidson 
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Incoming Director’s report 

 

Wow! Time is flying and the end of the year is here. 

 

As many of you know Our fearless leader, Kevin Mancino is transiƟoning back to his favored posiƟon as a 
road capƟon for our chapter. I want to thank Kevin for his leadership and commitment in his role as Direc-
tor of HOG 5104. 

What this means is that I am stepping into the Director posiƟon beginning in January. I hope to do right by 
my predecessor and all of our HOG family. I will be leaning heavily on the enthusiasm and experience of 
my fellow officers to deliver a fun and saƟsfying membership in the Chapter I call home. 

With all of that said, I hope you will all join in the fun for upcoming rides and events. I want everyone to 
make the most of what our team has to offer. Here are a few things to look forward to: 

New Years Day Brunch at the China Buffet in Surprise (quickly becoming an annual tradiƟon) 
New locaƟon for January’s monthly Chapter meeƟng, Mimi’s Café = 7450 West Bell Road, Glendale. 

Moving into the new year, I want everyone’s input for potenƟal rides and new experiences for our chap-
ter. I mean EVERONE!  

I am trying to keep this short, but the possibiliƟes really are endless for a great 2025. Join in the shenani-
gans and…Lets Ride! 

Warm Regards, 

John Sbrega 

Incoming Director, HOG 5104 
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H.O.G. Family: 

 

Happy New Year. 

 

Don't forget to get your 365 milage started for the year just turn your form into Ron.  

 

There are going to be a lot of fun rides coming up this year day rides and some overnighters.  I am looking forward to riding with 
all of you.  

 

If you have any ride suggesƟons just let us know and we will get them added to the ride schedule. 

  

Don't forget to sign up on Teamup for the rides, it helps the leader make arrangements.  I am probably the worst at signing up, 
but I will be working on it. 

 

Let’s get out ride and have fun ride safe see you on the road.  

 

Assistant Director, 

 

Win Hillebert  
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Happy 2025 friends! 

 

Make a New Year resolution to ride more. Everyone can benefit from fresh air therapy. Being with other like-
minded people makes the ride an event. The friendships you make are priceless. Even riding alone or with a 
passenger is good for the soul. 

 

All our members are needed to make a wonderful club. We need volunteers a lot of the time. Think about 
doing one thing a year. Even that would help immensely. We usually get a free meal when we do. Many 
hands make a task easier for all. 

 

I wish everyone a healthy, happy, and safe New Year! 

Jan 
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     January – 2025 

 

Now that the year of 2024 is over, it’s a good Ɵme to look back on how the year went and to look forward to 
an even beƩer year in 2025.  Personally, as chapter Treasurer, I saw lots of changes for the year.  There were 
big changes in officers during the year.  Kerrie Navin moved over to our sister chapter.  Kevin Mancino 
stepped in as Director and the club conƟnues to funcƟon well and we conƟnue to add new members.  A big 
thank you to both Kerrie and Kevin for their efforts in 2024.  John Sbrega will be leading us on new adven-
tures in 2025. 

From the Treasurer’s perspecƟve, 2024 went well.   There were some challenges with new officers and bank-
ing regulaƟons, along with trying to keep track of Arizona Football transacƟons.  I have to give a shout out to 
both Ron Long and Sam Sovis for their efforts in securing the football Ɵckets and selling all of the Ɵckets the 
chapter purchased.  The football games were a new and exciƟng idea. 

2025 should be another great year for Arrowhead HOG Chapter 5104.  I’m anxious to see if 2024 was anoth-
er million-mile year.  What’s the best part of being a HOG member?   Being able to ride our motorcycles and 
meet and enjoy all the very best chapter friends.   Be sure to turn in those 365 ride forms if you haven’t al-
ready and “LET’S RIDE”!! 

Terry Smith 

Treasurer 
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NEW MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
 

Scott J. has stepped up and will take over Membership. 
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 ProtecƟon: 
Since many motorcycles don't have windshields, riders must protect their eyes against insects, dirt, rocks, or other airborne 

maƩer. Even the wind can cause the eyes to tear and blur vision, and good vision is imperaƟve when riding. 

Choose good quality goggles, glasses with plasƟc or soŌ lenses, or a helmet with a face shield. 

Goggles, glasses, and face shields should be scratch free, shaƩerproof, and well-venƟlated to prevent fog buildup. Only clear 

shields should be used at night since Ɵnted shields reduce contrast and make it difficult to see. Even if your motorcycle has a 

windshield, eye protecƟon is recommended. 

Jackets and Pants: 

 
 

 

Gloves: 
Durable gloves are recommended. They should be of the non-slip type to permit a firm grip on the controls. Leather 

gloves are excellent. Gauntlet type gloves keep air out of the rider's sleeves. 

Appropriate gloves are available for all types of weather. 

 

 

Rick Frey (Rickster) 
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Does the thought of riding in the wet make your mouth go dry? Riding your motorcycle in the rain can be safe and—dare we say it—even fun, as 
long as you’re prepared with the right skill set and gear. What exactly should you expect when riding in the rain, and what adjustments should 
you make as you ride? 
Tip 1: Choose the right gear 
Good waterproof apparel, like a rainsuit (two-piece or one), gloves, boots, and perhaps an electric heated vest, can keep you warm and dry in 
even the most persistent storm, which is the first key to enjoying a day spent in the rain. High-vis Photo Courtesy of Suzuki Motor of America Tip 
1: Choose the right gear MenuÉ isn’t the most stylish, but in condiƟons of reduced visibility it increases the chance that other drivers will see you, 
something to keep in mind as you shop for gear. 
Waterproof gear tends to add warmth on its own, but if rain is in the forecast, consider bringing mulƟple thinner layers that you can add if you 
get chilly. Another oŌ-overlooked piece of the gear puzzle is the helmet, which should be equipped with an anƟ-fog visor (i.e., Pinlock), a breath 
guard, or even a visor with electric defrost funcƟon. And either leave the Ɵnted shield at home or bring along a clear spare; the last thing you 
need is a darkened view of a wet road. Keep your visor down and closed at all Ɵmes if possible. Once rain or moisture gets inside it will be very 
difficult to defog.  
Whatever combinaƟon of gear you end up with, make sure that it doesn’t intrude on your riding or distract you in any way. For example, you 
can’t work the controls with frozen fingers, but an extra-warm pair of gloves may be too bulky and not much beƩer. Similarly, a neck warmer may 
be nice and toasty but limit you from turning your head enough for a shoulder check. You may have to search to find the right gear, but you 
should be able to find a nice balance between comfort and pracƟcality for the condiƟons you intend to ride in. Finally, if your wet-weather riding 
includes commuƟng, keep a change of clothes ready at work—just in case. 
Tip 2: Ride smoother and smarter 
There is one word to remember when riding in the rain: smooth. When it’s wet outside, everything you do on your motorcycle should be smooth, 
from throƩle adjustments to braking to cornering. There’s a reason today’s motorcycles oŌen include a Rain mode that cuts power and perhaps 
even smooths out the throƩle mapping and/or increases ABS and tracƟon control intervenƟon. 
Even with modern rider aids, roll on and off the throƩle gently, and use your lean angle sparingly. Keeping your bike as upright as possible will 
reduce the chances of it sliding out from underneath you if you hit a slick spot.  
Tip 3: Be wary of intersecƟons 
IntersecƟons are dangerous enough when you’re on a motorcycle, and unfortunately the rain makes things worse. They’re a collecƟon of haz-
ards: slippery oil spots where cars stop and idle, painted lines that can become like ice when wet (see next Ɵp), and of course plenty of drivers 
who might not be paying as much aƩenƟon as you. Roundabouts are especially tricky, and can be slippery not just at the entrances and exits but 
also throughout the circle. Approach slowly to avoid having to brake. 
Tip 4: Watch out for surprises 
When it’s wet out, situaƟons that are nearly harmless in the dry can turn into unpleasant surprises. Keep an eye out for manhole covers, sealer 
pavement (tar snakes), painted lines, and fallen leaves, all of which are like black ice when they’re wet. If and when you do encounter any of 
these tracƟon inhibitors, check first if there is a line that you could easily take around them. If not, resist braking or acceleraƟng hard and roll 
over them without making any aggressive inputs. Note that in case you do have to change your line or turn over a greasy secƟon, it’s important to 
keep your hands relaxed on the handlebars and don’t lean the bike any more than necessary. Standing water is another potenƟal hazard, and is 
especially dangerous on the freeway where speeds may prevent you from slowing in Ɵme to avoid hydroplaning. Water will of course pool at low 
points, which on freeways is oŌen the leŌ-most lane where the concrete barrier prevents it from draining. Avoid using that lane and watch cars 
ahead of you for signs of water spray so you can spot problem areas in advance.Be sure that you are careful on steel bridge decks and caƩle 
guards as they can be very slick in the rain. 
Tip 5: Find a dry line 
Although this may seem obvious, it is amazing how many people we see riding in an area of the lane that is wet even though an adjacent area is 
dry. Dry pavement offers superior tracƟon and maneuverability, so make sure you conƟnually place yourself in the driest secƟon of the lane 
(typically where the car Ɵre tracks are). 
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Hello, my fellow HOG members, 

Another wonderful year on the horizon. This year we have a lot of exciƟng things going on. We will be seƫng 
up rides around the AZ Maps charity. If you have not grabbed your 2025 maps, they are a $10 donaƟon, you 
can pick them up at the dealership.  

We just had our ride planning meeƟng on the 14th and we set up a bunch of rides that incorporate AZ map 
stops, more to come as the year goes on.  
We have historically done rides to restaurants. This year we will be offering desƟnaƟons rides, whether they 
are parks, Axe throwing, shooƟng or whatever Mandi and Crystal can dream up, we will all meet at a locaƟon 
at a set Ɵme and enjoy some good Ɵmes with great friends. We will also set up a meeƟng spot to start but if 
you prefer, you can ride to the locaƟon on your own and have fun with friends. 

As always, we are looking to enƟce more and more riders out on the road with us. We have planned rides out 
for the next few months. Every weekend we have something fun going on, as we have added a few new des-
ƟnaƟons to the schedule this quarter as well as brought back a few. We try to make sure that everyone has 
an opportunity to make it out on the road, from short rides to long rides, technical to easy and everything in 
between. 

So, if you get a chance please come out and join us, if you have any quesƟons, feel free to contact me and 
any of the officers. We all have a passion; let’s get out and ride and above all be safe…  

Steve 
Head Road Captain 
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Activities Director 

HOG ACTIVITIES: 

Winter is finally here, with a break from the heat, don’t forget t dress warm for the weather. 

 Layers and heated gear work great when the sun goes down and the temperatures drop. 

The Christmas party is coming up, sign up, pick your meal and come have holiday fun. 

As the year comes to an end, get those millage readings in and start a millage form for next year. 

I hope to see you all for the end of the year fun and activities.  

As always feel free to recommend rides, activities and event. 

THANK YOU EVERYONE! 

Mandi Love 

HOG ACTIVITIES 
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Ladies of Harley 

  

It’s a pleasure to ride with you.  

 We made it through the hot summer with some cool full moon night rides and water balloon tosses.  

Thank you to all that came out for the summer events and fun. 

 We are going to continue the winter good times with the ladies parities and rides.    

There are ride classes available from Team Arizona 480-998-9888 if any ladies would like to start riding 

or want to upgrade your skill level.   We are always open to suggestions for LOH rides and fun.  

Don’t forget to log your miles. 

  

Thank you.  

Mandi Love 

LOH 
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Hello Hogsters: 

 

Hello everyone. For those of you that don't know me, my name is Crystal McDowell and I am your new As-
sistant Ladies of Harley.  

 

I’m looking forward to a fun and busy year.  If you have any ideas or questions please reach out at any 
time. 

 

Crystal McDowell 

 

Assistant Ladies of Harley 

 

"Whatever you are, be a good one." 
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Happy New Year All! 

      

        Changes are coming to the Chapter for 2025: 

 

Current Director Kevin Mancino - After serving the chapter well as Director has decided to step down. He 
will still be active with the chapter as a learned Road Captain. 

 

Current Assistant Director John Sbrega will be taking the helm of the chapter as Director. 

 

Win Hillebert has returned to the chapter and will again serve as the chapter's Assistant Director. 

 

Steve Schell will continue as our Head Road Captain and be in training with John and Win to ascend to the 
Assistant Director position in the future. 

 

Our current membership stands at 251 members. 

 

Final mileage will be reported for 2024 in the first Newsletter of 2025.   

 

 

Tom P  

Historian 5104 
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Photographer 

 

From Behind the Lens: 

 

Hello everybody and Happy New Year! 

 

I just wanted to say that I have had an amazing year with our H.O.G. Chapter’s events and people.  

 

To everybody have a safe and Great Holiday Season.  

 

 

Fred Kramer 

 

Photographer 
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From Behind the Typewriter: 

 

As we transiƟon into a new year with many new members, we need to take the Ɵme to say “Hello”.  Intro-
duce yourself and show our Arrowhead hospitality.  Make them aware of all the resources available to 
them.  TeamUp, Website, hard copy forms in the lobby.  If they have any quesƟons you can’t answer, refer 
them to an officer. 

Our website is updated weekly with a NewsleƩer update as well as Ride Schedule updates.  Be sure to 
check TeamUp for the latest updates. 

Our website also has all the forms you need to sign up for upcoming events. 

 

Have Fun and RIDE! 

 

Phil H. 

Editor 
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HOG’sters just a reminder we have great riding weather now, so let’s get out and ride!!! Tis the sea-
son to put our legs over that Iron Horse and crank the throƩle up.  

Check Teamup for the ride schedule and come out to Arrowhead Harley and join us for some events. 
As for the rides, we are always looking for new desƟnaƟons. If you find some place cool, tell us about it so 
we can add it in to the ride list. Again, if you like to ride, come on out and ride. If you are not sure, you can 
always come to a meeƟng and check us out first or get InTouch with one of the officers or road captains. 
Hope to see you soon on a ride or event.    

 

Past Director  

 

Richard Sporski   
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PAST DIRECTOR’S CORNER 

NewsleƩer – January 2025 

As I exit as the Director, I would like to thank all my officers for the support that they have given me dur-
ing my tenure. It has been fun. 

Now I will return to being a Road Captain and give my support and assistance to Steve Schell in his Head 
Road Captain’s posiƟon. 

With reƟrement done, I am looking forward to going on more rides in the coming year, especially week-
day rides. 

I want to congratulate John Sbrega on becoming the new Director of HOG 5104 and to Win Hillebert on 
stepping into the Assistant Director’s posiƟon. I know that all the members will give their support to both 
of them and wish them great success in the coming year. 

Last and not least, for 2025 let’s ride and have fun and conƟnue recording all those miles for our chapter. 

Ride/Have Fun/Be Safe 

Kevin M 
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2025 ARROWHEAD HOG CHAPTER 5104 RIDE SCHEDULE                              
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